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THE BIG BLOODSHOT EYE
Uncle Sam and the 
F ly ing  Thing* . . . .

Discard for the moment any d eris iv e  and cyn ical thoughts, or 
fervantIy-suppor11 ng theories you may hold , concerning the ce les ­
t i a l  objects which newspapers c a ll  "saucers," " d is c s ,” "skyhook 
b a llo o n s ,"  "m e te o rite * ,"  and "green b a lls  of f i r e " ;  suspend for 
the moment your personal b e lie fs  on the subject and consider ob­
je c t iv e ly  the recent h is to ry  of the phenomena. JZhat Charles Fort 
has been rep o rting  fo r hundreds o f years may or may not be re­
lated  to the present s itu a tio n ; for the moment, consider only 
that which has happened since Kenneth Arnold landed h is plane a 
few year* ago and unfolded a s ta r t l in g  s to ry .

The story was received with almost universal d e ris io n , and 
c e rta in  m i l i ta r y  arms o f the government went to great lengths to 
disprove and r id ic u le  the rep o rts . The A ir  force f in a l ly  sought 
newspaper space In an attempt to  drown the p ers is tan t reports and 
the waves of speculation which fo llow ed them. That was the s itu ­
ation fo r y e a r*. Now, suddenly, the government has done an abrupt 
ab ou t-face . They are "co-operating" w ith a large natio n a l maga­
zine to "revea l"  In form ation about the f ly in g  o b jec ts . The large 
national magazine happens to have the g reatest mass c irc u la tio n  
In America, hence the reve la tio n s  w i l l  reach the widest audience.

l i t  suggest th is magazine re v e la tio n  Is  but one of the open­
ing gun* In a propaganda barrage a lready underway.

Another magazine with a large c irc u la tio n  ha* done several 
space a r t ic le * ;  In fo rm ative  pieces on rocket sh ip *, o rb ita l  p la t ­
form *, the nearer p la n e t* , the moon, and so fo r th . Everything 
the lay p u b lic  needs to know to prepare them for an announccmcnt. 
So then, In A p r i l ,  the A ir  Force opened th e ir  f i le s  to the mass­
c irc u la tio n  Journal, and I t  was discovered that the A ir  Force is 
no longer attem pting to stop the s to ries  and speculations. To 
the co n trary , they seem to be a c tiv e ly  encouraging the th in g . I f  
Is a common p ra c tic e  in the publish ing world to "p lan t"  a story; 
Indeed, the government I t  now an o ld hand at p la n tin g  favorable 
new* and rep o rt* concerning I t s e l f  and I t *  In te re s ts .

1'e fu rth e r suggest that these published reports are planted 
barrages In the propaganda cam;algn to prepare the p u b lic .

'S c  expect the a r t ic le s  to continue to appear, the campaign 
to increase in In te n s ity  u n t i l  the e n tire  country Is buzzing over 
the s itu a t io n . | f  seem* l ik e ly  that the object o f the p u b lic ity  
Is  to adequately prepare the p u b lic  fo r one o f three th ings;

I)  The Army has grounded rockets on the moon’ s surface, 
2| The A ir Force has p o s it iv e ly  Id e n t if ie d  the "saucers", 
3) The government Is g e ttin g  ready a g ig a n tic  appropriation  

of money to b u lld /lau n ch  an o rb ita l  s ta t io n .

«e expect to know the answer w ith in  eighteen months. -BT

The next Issue o f SCIENCE FICTICN NEZ'S LETTER w i l l  be delayed 
u n t i l  a f te r  the Labor Day convention, to cover that event.



3 -----

THE VANISHING BREED
Sc I e n c e - f I c t io n  w r i t e r s ,  those h a r d - d r iv in g  hacks who have 

been m o n oton ou sly  p ound ing  out the l i f e - b lo o d  o f th e  p u lp >  more or 
le ts  c o n t in u o u s ly  s in c e  1926 , a re  doomed to  e x t i n c t i o n .  l i k e  the 
mammoth and th e  s a b r e -to o th e d  t i g e r  b e fo re  them , l i k e  the  b lo o d y  
b u t unbo«ed N e a n d e r th a l who f i n a l l y  f e l l  b en ea th  a s u p e r io r  and
c ru s h in g  f o r c e ,  o u r s c ie n c e -h a c k 's  day Is  d o n e . I r o n i c a l l y ,  the 
p re s e n t f lo o d  o f  m ag azines  Is  the  re s p o n s ib le  in s tru m e n t;  the ve ry
In s tru m e n t tho se  ty p e w r ite r  Jockeys h e lp e d  fo r g e .

The f i r s t  f a i n t  s ign  o f  the  com ing doom 
o c c u rre d  n e a r ly  s e ven teen  y e a rs  ago., when C h a r le s  
H o rn lg  ( th e n  e d i t o r  o f  KNDER STORIES) d e c id e d  
h is  pages needed som eth ing  new and la id  down a 
r u le  fo r  h is  w r i t e r s ;  h e n c e fo r th ,  e v e ry  s to ry  
must In c o r p o r a te  a n o v e lty  —  g e t o u t o f  the  r u t ,  
o r g e t o u t .  Had the  w r i t e r s  r e t a l i a t e d  then and 
th e re  by o r g a n iz in g  and s t r i k in g  a g a in s t  such a 
r a d ic a l  p r o p o s i t io n ,  tn e y  m ig h t have s tav e d  o f f  
f o r  some l i t t l e  w h ile  t h e i r  e v e n tu a l e x t in c t io n .  
B u t they d id  no such th in g ;  In s te a d  th e y  m eekly  
bowed und er th e  e d i t o r i a l  w hip  and crammed an 
as s o rtm e n t o f  n o v e l t i e s ,  new Id e a s , In t o  t h e i r  
f i c t i o n .  The d ie  was c a s t .

John V. C am pbell was p ro b a b ly  the  hand which 
s c ra w le d  the  w r i t in g  on the  w a l l .  Xfl th a ra p id  
s u c cess io n  o f  e d i t o r i a l  r e v o lu t io n s ,  he In t r o ­
duced " fh o u g h t - v a r I a n t s" and " n o v a s " ----- unuSuaI
p lo ts  and tre a tm e n ts  to  the  o ld  s c ie n c e - f ic t io n  
d i e t .  The re a d e rs  a p p la u d e d , the w r i t e r s  leaped  
to  o b ey , and the  m a n tle  o f  e x t in c t io n  made i t s e l f  
f e l t  In  th e  c lo s in g  y e a rs  o f  the t h i r t i e s .  A f t e r  
C a m p b e ll, e v e n ts  moved more Q u ic k ly .

A p a i r  o f  e d i t o r i a l  u p s ta r ts  named Boucher 
and McComas app eared  on th e  scene w ith  a new mag­
a z in e  and p o in t -b la n k  re fu s e d  to  p r in t  the  grand  
o ld  s c ie n c e - f i c t io n .  They were see k in g  a new d e a l 
In  Im a g in a t iv e  l i t e r a t u r e ,  and were soon p u b lis h ­
in g  m a t e r ia l  th a t  an o ld  tim e  e d i t o r  w o u ld n 't 
have tou ched  w ith  a t e n - fo o t  p o le .  No dynam ic  
a c t io n ,  no ra y -g u n s , no t ra c to r -b e a m s  —  i t  was 
enough to  make a h arden ed  hack w eep. The hardened  
h acks d id  w eep, and f e l l  back on the  o ld e r  but 
now s m a lle r  m a r k e t .  P erhap s th e y  sensed the  n ear 
ap p ro ach  o f t h e i r  e c l ip s e .

H ard  on the  h e e ls  o f  B oucher and McComas was 
a n o th e r r a d i c a l ,  H .L .  G o ld , who b a n is h e d  o ld  Bat 
O ursto n  from  th e  pages o f  GALAXY even b e fo re  th a t  
h arden ed  s p a c e -ra t  c o u ld  p la c e  h is  toe  in  the 
d o o r , ate who hove lo ved  and r id d e n  w ith  good o ld  
B at fo r  lo l  a q u a r te r -c e n tu r y  o r more c o u ld  do 
n o th in g  b u t gnash our te e th  and r e 11 re to  the  
n e a re s t  space d iv e ,  th e re  to  s w i l l  xeno by the 
g a l lo n  Jug . The d ea th  b low  had been s tr u c k l
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F ire d  w ith  the nc« Id e e  o f  p u b lis h in g  o n ly  new Id e a s , o th e r  
e d i t o r s  d id  t h e i r  b e s t to  crowd In t o  th e  a c t - -  o r a t  le a s t  m ate 
n o is e s  as I f  they w ere jo in in g  the show. "The space o pera  o f the 
f la s h in g  ra y -g u n  and In v in c ib le  h ero es  has long s in c e  been o v e r­
d o n e , b u t th e re  a re  as many s to r ie s  to  be w r i t t e n  o f  man a g a in s t  
space as th e re  a re  w o rld s  out th e re  w a i t in g  fo r  u s ."  in  o th e r  
announcem ents and a s s o r te d  e d i t o r i a l s  (an d  In  betw een  the  l in e s  o f 
the  e d i t o r i a l s )  the  b a ld  t r u th  comes o u t;  no more h a r d -b I  a s t I  ng 
j e t s ,  no more h a i r y  o ld  m e te o r i te  m in e rs , no more space m a rs h a lls  
ro c k e t in g  in t o  M ars  C i t y  and sun -dow ning  B la c k  B a r t ,  no more u g ly  
m o n ste rs  r o l l i n g  up B roadw ay, no more g ia n t  m a u le rs  com ing up from  
the  re s e rv e s  to  b la s t  k in g -s iz e d  h o le s  in  sp ace , no more s lu g s  
from  S a tu rn  ,  no more c l i c k in g  m a n d ib le s  o f  w a r r io r  a n ts ,  no more 
tim e  t r a v e le r s  g o in g  back to  knock o f f  g r a n d fa th e r ,  no more lo n e ly  
young men m arooned w ith  lo v e ly  young women on a s te r o id s ,  no more 
company a g e n ts  th w a r t in g  the t r a d in g -p o s t  n a t iv e s ,  no more h eroes  
w ith  n u l l -A  and o th e r  p a u s e s , no more d o u b le -b r a in s ,  d o u b le -h e a d s , 
d o u b le  I d e n t i t i e s  o r d o u b le  c o n fu s io n s . No more c h a rg in g  ro b o ts . 
The end has com e. The hacks a re  d o n e . Cur p le a s u re  is  g o n e .

P erhap s the l e a s t -  
e x p e c te d  b u t most d e v a s t­
in g  b low o f a l l  was the  
Z i f f - D a v i s  e n t r y  in t o  the  
q u a l i t y  f i e l d ;  good o ld  
Z i f f  -  D a v is ,  la s t  b a s t io n  
o f  th e  ra y -g u n  and t r a c to r  
beam] Now they too  have  
d e s e r te d  the  o ld  f a v o r i t e s  
to  kow-tow  to  the  s l i c k e r ,  
and s o p h is t ic a te d  r e a d e r .  
Space -  o p era  i s d on e, our 
b e lo v e d  hacks a re  doomed. 
I t  Is  Ind eed  an In g lo r io u s  
end f o r  th e  p io n e e rs  who 
so b r a v e ly  set out In  1926 
to  spread  the  s ta r -b e g o t ­
ten  l i t e r a t u r e .  In  p r o te s t  
we a re  c a n c e l l in g  a l l  our 
s u b s c r ip t io n s .  -BT

EXCERPTS FRO? THE FAN PRESS (gems th a t  o th e rw is e  m ig h t go unsung)

" . . . .  ta k e  the case o f  Ray Pa Imer and the  S haver M y s te r y ,  
th e n  I t  became e v lo e n t  th a t  M r .  S h a v e r 's  d ero s  were g e t t in g  o u t o f  
h an d , fandom rose up In  r ig h te o u s  In d lg n l t lo n  and smote the  pub­
l i c i t y  se e ke r a m ig h ty  b le w . And sure enough, f i v e  o r s ix  y e ars  
l a t e r ,  P a lm er l e f t  the  e d i t o r i a l  desk o f  AMAZINS. Sheer power o f 
pub l i e  o p in io n ."

D ic k  Ryan, in  MAD # 4 .

" in  a re c e n t d is c u s s io n  In  Rog P h i l l i p s ’ column "C lu b  H o u s e ,"  
he m en tio n e d  r e fu s in g  tc  re v ie w  an obscene fan m a g a z in e . I f  any­
one knows w here I m ig h t o b ta in  one o f  the  c o p ie s ,  w ould you p le a s e  
w r i t e  and t e l l  me?"

V ic  W aldrop  J r .  In  THE ALIEN f l .

(Two have been banned and a t h i r d  th r e a te n e d ;  fo r  a sm a ll fee  
I ’ l l  su p p ly  you w ith  names and a d d re s s e s , f r i e n d .  -B T)



FAN-NEWS ROUNDUP the Good L ife  In  
these U n ite d  S tates

Over a hundred fa n s , e d i to r s ,  w r i te r s  and hucksters moved in 
on "Beast le v ’ s -o n -lh e -B ayo u " t ln d la n  Lake, O h io ,) la s t May 0 -1 0 - 
I I  fo r th e  th ir d  annual M idw est C o n ference. .Va s te r-m l nded by O r. 
B a r r e t t ,  the m eeting  drew people from New York C ity  to the M iss ­
is s ip p i ,  and from D e tro it  -  M ilw aukee to  G e o rg ia . Guest speaker 
was A rth u r C . C la rk e  o f London, who p resen ted  a s l id e - i l l u s t r a t e d  
le c tu re  on space f l i g h t ,  based on m a te r ia l  from h is  books.

A small p lo t o f  ground 
c o n ta in in g  a growth th at 
someday may be e i th e r  a 
bush er a t r e e ,  was ’’pur­
chased” from the h o te l and 
d ed icated  as a sh rin e  to  a 
fannlsh  p a ir  who la s t year 
found tru e  love th e re . A l l  
o th e r attendees sh ivered  in 
the unseascnal w ea th er, and 
swimming was out o f bounds.

AS In p rev iou s ye ars , 
the e n t ir e  h c te l was taken 
over fo r  the a f f a i r ,  caus­
ing the n ig h t watchman no 
end o f anguish as he v a in ly  
attem pted  to re s to re  peace 
and q u ie t each dawn.

i r C U k  -

W ,  U t t  ‘ Y

-M a r t in  A lg er

H ig h lig h ts  o f the conference were; a telephone c a l l  to Ted 
C a rn e ll in  London |who p a id  fo r  t h is ? ) ,  s p review  t ap e -rec o rd in g  
o f •  program to be presen ted  a t the Chicago co n vention , s lid e s  o f 
p ersona1111es a tte n d in g  several p rev ious conferences snd n a tio n a l 
co n vention s, the p re s e n ts lio n  o f f iv e  b r ic k s  to Tucker, the w el­
come g iven  sl« tra v e le rs  from G eorg ia and F lo r id a ,  the g o a t - l ik e  
a n tic s  o f a New M exico  v i s i t o r ,  and the presence o f  The 9 a t .  This 
lovab le  lady was b arred  from the h o te l by the management, but 
took a room down the s tre e t presumably fo r the purpose o f spend­
ing b r ie f  moments o f s le e p . The remainder o f  the tim e she flapped  
about the h o te l,  hun ting  v ic tim s  who c o n t in u a l ly  dodged h e r .  Next 
y e a r ’ s conference w i l l  be a l the same p la ce  and about sane d a te .

M a r t in  A lg e r ,  " e x -p re s id e n t o f the ex-M I ch • gan Science F ic ­
tio n  S o c ie ty ,” disbanded th a t c lub  la s t month a f t e r  h e c t ic  weeks 
o f attem p ted  blood tra n s fu s Io n s . Said A lg e r ,  the c lu b : "planned  
more conventions than any o th e r group; c re a te d  more fa n z in e  t i t ­
les than any o th e r group; developed a bomb small and cheap enough 
th at every  fan can a ffo rd  one, yet pow erful enough to  c rea te  a 
c i t y  -  wide sen s a tio n ; had several members a c t iv e  In the famous 
Shaver m y s te ry , two o f whom are s t i l l  4 -F  fo r psycho reasons; 
d isco vered  i t  is  not necessary to have ever read s - f  to be a fan ; 
held severa l m eetings devoted to  d e ta i le d  and h ig h ly  fa n c ifu l 
sp ecu la tio n  regard ing  the sexual beh av io r and c a p a c ity  o f our fe ­

m ale members; gave fandom the beanie t r a d i t io n ;  and had several 
members a c t iv e  in l e v i t a t io n ,  p a lm is try , s p ir i tu a l is m  and s im ila r  
h ig h ly  s c ie n t i f i c  f i e l d s ."
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DEPT. OF CORRECTIONS AND M l SCELLANEOUS *H I TE-AASHING: Seldom on 
Is s u e  goes by b u t whaI we ru b  I l i b  4 b o b b le  o f  one k in d  o r a n o th e r 
—  l i t t l e  t e s t s ,  r e a l l y .  Io  d e te rm in e  i f  you a re  re a d in g  the mag- 
42 in c  o r u s in g  I t  fo r  o th e r  p u rp o s e s . The May Is s u e  was chock 
f u l l  o f  the e m b a rra ss in g  th in g s ,  some o f which y o u ' l l  f in d  c o r­
re c te d  on th e  L e t te r s  p a g e , and o th e rs  b e lc w .

fa )  Hennes Bok d id  not d e s e r t  s c ie n c e  f i c t i o n  b ecau se o f  a 
c o n f l i c t  w ith  a c o n v e n tio n  c o m r-ltte c  a lo n e ;  th e re  were o th e r  and 
e q u a l ly  obn oxiou s re a s o n s . Ib |  Typo; M a ry in  Neumann sent us h is  
l e t t e r s ,  not h e r s . ( c l  Hugo G ern sback w i l l ,  fo r  th e  f i r s t  t im e , 
be g uest o f honor a t  the coming Labor Day c o n v e n t io n . Frank 8 , 
P a u l ,  not H ugo , was the  1939 g u e s t .  As fo r  f d l ,  which consumes a 
lo t  o f  sp a c e , sec b e lo w .

id )  T .E .  D lk t y ,  s p eak in g  fo r  h im s e lf  and E v e r e t t  F . B l c i l e r ,  
took e x c e p tio n  to  a l e t t e r  w r i t t e n  by Al Imar S h ira s  and p u b lis h e d  
on page 13 o f  th e  A ay is s u e ;  a l e t t e r  e x p re s s in g  the  a u th o r 's  
s u r p r is e  at f in d in g  two o f  h er s t c r le s  r e p r in te d  In  an omnibus 
w ith o u t h . r  know ledge or p aym en t. D lk ty  and B l c i l e r ,  c d l t c r s  o f  
the  o r ig in a l  a n th o lo g y , p o in t  cut the  fo l lo w in g ;  t h e i r  p u b lis h e r  
(n o t th e y  th e m s e lv e s ) made the  r e p r in t  a rra n g e m e n ts  w ith  a n o th e r 
company; s ta n d a rd  p ro c e e d u re  In  such cases Is  fo r  the second com­
pany to  pay r o y a l t i e s  to  the o r ig in a l  p u b lis h e r  s e v e ra l months 
a f t e r  p u b l ic a t io n  o f  th e  b o o k; the  o r ig in a l  p u b lis h e r  w i l l  then 
re m it  s a id  r o y a l t ie s  Io  the  e d i t o r s ,  who w i l l  in  tu rn  pass them 
a lo n g  to  the a u th o r s .  In  s h o r t ,  S h ira s  and the  o th e r  w r i t e r s  in ­
vo lv e d  w i l l  be p a id  s e v e ra l months a f t e r  p u b l ic a t io n .  J l k t y  a ls o  
sa id  s ta n d a rd  p ro c e e d u re  docs not a llo w  f r e e  co p ie s  fo r  the  many 
w r i t e r s  In v o lv e d ,  nor a re  advance n o t ic e s  o f  such r e p r in t in g  sent 
c u t .  He c lo s e d  by s t a l in g  th a t h is  c o n tra c ts  w ith  a u th o rs  cover 
a l l  p o s s ib le  r e p r in t in g  d e a ls  and th a t  money due w i l l  be p a id  as 
I t  com es. Let us hope th is  e x p la n a t io n  c le a r s  any b esm irch ed  or 
b ec lo u d e d  r e p u ta t io n s .

MYSTERY OF THE MONTH: D id  Nancy M oore jo in  the  iACS? A hot 
communique from  M ic h ig a n  fan  De Vore s a id  yes she d id  (Ben S in g e r 
a l le g e d ly  d ro ve  h er to  I t ) ;  and a n o th e r hot communique from  M is s ­
o u r i  fan  S h a p iro  s a id  no she d id n ' t  because he Just ta lk e d  to  h er 
on the te le p h o n e . Nancy a i n ' t  sa l.) n o th in g , 'n o r  s h e l l  « c .

eOUbO-UP: " f r c j e c t  Fan C lu b "  Is  the  t i t l e  o f  O r v l l i e  • o s h e r•1
move to  p u b lis h  m ass ive  d a ta  he has c o l le c t e d  on ho« 

to  form  a fan  c lu b .  «  The C o n n e c t ic u t  S c ie n ce  F ic t io n  League 
has b lossom ed in to  e x is te n c e  w ith  Donald Rente as p r e s id e n t .
A l B e n d e r, a ls o  an o f f i c i a l  in  the  C o n n e c t ic u t  o r g a n iz a t io n ,  Is  
o p e n in g  one o f  h is  own, The In t e r n a t io n a l  F ly in c  Saucer Bureau 
(P .O . Box 2 4 1 , B r id g e p o r t ,  C o n n .) C h a r le s  S te w a rt l .e tc h e t te  
was f i n a l l y  caught by the  army and is  c u r r e n t ly  in  an a irb o r n e  
in f a n t r y  o u t f i t  a t  B r e c k e n r id g e , K y . H e le n  and Sheldon Wesson 
(p lu s  two sm a ll .e s s o n s l moved b a g , baggage and new Ford s t a t io n -  
wagon a c ro s s  c o u n try  la s t  m o n th , e n ro u te  to Japan . E r ie  and Ire n e  
r .o rs h a i In c re a s e d  th e  fa n n is h  p o p u la t io n  in  June by one sm all 
m a le . N le l  De Jack , book c o l l e c t o r ,  up and m a r r ie d ;  as d id  
Bob ‘ a v l a t ,  and Lynn Hickman Ib u t  n o t to  each o th e r ,  I t  should  be 
p o in te d  o u t . )

And t h is  is  to rem ind you th a t the  n ex t is s u e  o f News l e t t e r  
w i l l  be d e la y e d  u n t i l  a f t e r  the C h icag o  c o n v e n tio n .
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FANTASY & SCIENCE FICTION w i l l  sw itch  Io  a 
m onthly schedule th is  summer, and Inc lude  
b oo k-leng th  novels In Future iss u e s . Tony 
Boucher s ta te s  the Issue dated September 
w i l l  appear in August, and a new Issue 
every month th e r e a f te r .  |An August number 
Is  c u rre n t ly  on s a le ,  making i t  m onthly as 
fa r  as dates arc  concerned .!

A lread y  purchased fo r the magazine Is  a 42 ,0 0 0  word novel by 
Ward M oore, o f  " a lte r n a te  worlds and the American C iv i l  W ar."

Howard K. P ruyn , o f the New York business o f f ic e  o f the same 
m agazine , is  engaged in co m p ilin g  a comprehensive l i s t  o f fan tasy  
and science f i c t io n  fans a l l  over the w o rld . What was begun as a 
n a tio n a l l i s t  o f such fans taken frem d ir e c to r ie s  and membership 
ro s te rs  (as w e ll as fan z in e  s u b s c rip tio n  l i s t s ) ,  has now grown to 
be o f w orld  scope. Pruyn Is  c o n ta c tin g  fa n s , o rganiza11 ons, fan 
and p ro fe s s io n a l magazines fo r a s s is ta n c e . They do not p lan  to 
p ub lish  the f in a l  l i s t s ,  but use them fo r prom otion purposes; 
however the m aster f i l e  w i l l  be a v a i la b le  to c o rrre rc la l organ­
iz a t io n s  on a re n ta l b a s is , and to  n o n -p ro f it  fan groups fo r  a 
lower r a te .

A CHECKLIST OF FANTASTIC MAGAZINES 
Is  a new Index to more than 160 science 
and fan tasy  p e r io d ic a ls ,  as pub lished  in 
eleven  c o u n tr ie s . P ric e d  a t S I ,  the 24 
page lith o g rap h e d  b o o k le t was issued by 
Raymond Isado ra  ( I9O7-A south I4 lh  s t , 

M ilw aukee 4 ,  v is e . )  and B rad ford  M . Dav 
1127-01 I 16th ave , South Ozone P a rk , 2 0 , 

New Y o rk ) .  T ab u la ted  In  cross-colum nar 
Form, the index delves In to  such ra re  
volumes as those legendary p ieces p u b li ­
shed In Japan, M ex ico , Cuba, H o lla n d , 
F ran ce , S p ain , Sweden and A rg e n tin e , as 
w e ll as a l l  Am erican, Canadian and B r i t ­
ish m agazines. In fo rm a tio n  g iven  Is  the 
y e a r , month, volume and whole number of 
each magazine (where a v a i la b le ) .  News 
to us is  the in fo rm atio n  th at the French 
magazine CCNOUETES p u b lish ed  a second 
Issue a f t e r  th at e x p e r(m e n ta I, undated 
number In 1039.

OTHEP 'iCRlDS have moved In to  a new
e d i t o r ia l  o f f ic e  at 806 Dempster s t . ,  
Evanston, I l l i n o i s .  This magazine w i l l  s h o rtly  begin  using back- 
cover p a in t in g s ,  and a b e t te r  grade o f paper th ru -c u t .

THE FUCKERS: The supe r -g o r i I I a ep ic  o f two decades ago, KING 
KCN3, is  again being shown around the c o u n try .

The lo n g -th re a te n e d  "Abbott & C o s te llo  Go to M ars" space­
opera commenced f i lm in g  at (Jn ivcra l studios th is  month.

New p ic tu r e ;  RED PLANET MAPS (U n ite d  A r t is t  s tu d io s ) .  An 
American s c ie n t is t  e s ta b lis h e s  con tact w ith  M ars , a Russian says 
I t s  a fraud  he p e rp e tra te d , and r e lig io n  takes an upswing.
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YEAP’ S BEST SCIENCE F IC T ION NOVELS e d i te d  by E v e r e t t  F . B l c l l e r  
and T .E .  D ik t y .  ( F e l l ,  New Y o rk , IO S2, $ 3 . 5 0 ) .  tan d l

F IVE SCIENCE F IC TIO N NOVELS co m p iled  by M a r f in  G re e n b e rg . (Gnome 
P r e s s , New Y o rk , 

I f  Is  Io  be r e ­
m arked  th a t  th Is  Idea  
o f  a n th o lo g iz in g  s h o rt 
n o v e ls  wasn’ t thought 
o f  long b e fo re  t h is — we 
dcri’ f mean the  pro cess  
o f  th ro w in g  in  a sh o rt 
n o v e l a t  the  end o f a 
book l im p ly  to  f i l l  I I  
o u t ,  b u t th e  choosing  
o f  f i v e  " b e s t"  n o v e ls  
to  make an a n th o lo g y ;  
th e s e  make f in e  compan­
io n  p ie c e s  Io  the many 
s h o rt s to ry  c o l le c t io n s  
a p p e a rin g  a lm o st w eekly  
—  a c t u a l l y ,  we’ d much 
r a th e r  own th ese  then  
sorre o f  th e  u s e le s s  an- 
fh o  lo g !e s  o f  s h o r ts .

The B l e i l e r  and 
D ik ty  volume is  In te n d ­
ed as an an n u a l compan­
ion  Io  t h e i r  y e a r ly  
s h o rt c o l le c t io n s ;  the 
use o f the  word " b e s t"  
in  t h e i r  t i t l e s  must be 
re g a rd e d  as a tra d e  
mark and not n e c e s s a r­
i l y  d e s c r ip t i v e .  T hree  
o f  th e  f i v e  n o v e Is  in  
t h i s ,  t h e i r  f i r s t  v o l ­
ume, a re  t r u l y  o u ts ta n ­
d in g  w h ile  the  rem a in d r 
a rc  m e re ly  g o in g  a lo n e  f o r  th e  r i d e .  We l i k e  and recommend E r ic  
Frank C u s s c l l 's  " . . .A n d  Then T here  tfere N o n e ,” A r th u r  C . C la r k e 's  
"S eeker o f  the  S p h in x ,"  and Frank M . P o b in s o n 's  "The H u n tin g  Sea­
s o n ."  Rem ain ing  two a rc  V a l t e r  v .  M i l l e r  J r . ' s  " l i z a r d  and the 
M em b ran e ," and Foul A n d e rs o n ’ s " F l ig h t  to f o r e v e r " .

t o co c ? . cn I .

The G re e n b e rg  c o l l e c t io n ,  a p p e a rin g  a lm o st s im u lta n e o u s ly , 
p re s e n ts  th e  re v e rs e  in  c o n te n ts ;  two f in e  ones and th re e  which 
you re a d  io  k i l l  t im e . A b s o lu te  tops in  th e  volume is  N o r v e l l  V. 
P a g e ’ s c h i l l i n g  "S u f ■ .Ifho u t M o rn s ,"  one o f the  f in e s t  s to r ie s  
e v e r to  app ear In  the la t e  lam ented  UNKNOWN sOPLOS» F r i t z  l e ib c r  

I t  p re s e n t  w ith  a n o th e r good o n e , " D e s t in y  Tim es T h r e e ."  O th e rs
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a r t  "C ris e s  In U to p ia "  by Norman I .  K n ig h t, "The C h ro n ic le r” by 
A .E . van V o g t, and "The C ru c ib le  o f Power" by Jack X 'lllia m s o n . 
P e rs o n a lly , X'e'd p re fe r  more o f these c o l le c t io n s  o f novels and 
f a r  less short s to ry  d i t t o .  -BT

FIND THE FEATHERED SERPENT by Evan H u n ter; MAROCNED ON MARS by 
L es te r del Ray; FIVE AGAINST VENUS by P h i l ip  Latham; EARTH2CLND 
by M ilto n  L esser; and SON OF THE STARS by Raymond F. Jones. A l l 
are  o r ig in a l  novels fo r the te e n -a g e r, from John C . A'lnston C o ., 
P h ila d e lp h ia ,  1952, a t $2 .00  each.

These books are  p u b lish ed  by a company lone as so c ia te d  w ith  
s choc I and !.•<! books and a re  aimed a t school l ib r a r ie s  and o th e r 
youth groups. Each has been w r it te n  w ith  a p rim ary  in te re s t  In 
adventure and a secondary In te re s t  In  sc ien ce; what science Is 
present is  p a in le s s  and not always a c c u ra te , but I t  serves to 
move t ie  s to ry  and p ro v id e  the necessary background.

H u n te r 's  FEATHERED SERPENT Is a t im e - t r a v e l  yarn and the best 
o f the group from the v iew p o in t o f In t e r e s t ,  r e a d a b i l i ty  and gen­
e ra l treatm en t o f s u b je c t;  th ree  men and a boy crash in fo  an c ien t 
Yucatan, and to g e th e r w ith  the crew o f  a V ik in g  ship blown o f f  
course , In tro d u ce  many m o d ern ization s th ere  w h ile  search ing  fo r 
legendary gods. A suggestion Is  o f fe re d  fo r the genesis o f one 
such god, Kukulcan. M ilto n  L ess er's  EARTH0CUND Is  the lea s t re ­
warding o f  the lo t ,  being the o ld  s to ry  o f the youth k icked  out 
o f the space academy, e v e n tu a lly  jo in in g  the space p ir a te s  and 
c le a r in g  h is  good name by h is  undercover a c t i v i t i e s .

5CN, by Jones, a f t e r  h u rd lin g  the o b s ta c le  o f a f ly in g  sau­
c e r ,  gets  going as the ta le  o f a young man from the s ta rs  who Is 
shot down by tr Ig g e r-h a p p y  American a i r c r a f t ;  in  s p ite  o f th is  
the s tran g e r r e a l iz e s  our f r ie n d lin e s s  and p reven ts  h is  f le e t  
from b low ing  Earth  out o f space by way o f  r e t a l i a t i o n .  Latham's 
VENUS is ,  h a p p lly ,  not one o f  h is  "e a rth  Is  doomed" ta le s ;  I t  is 
the c h ro n ic le  o f a fa m ily  bound fo r a new l i f e  on the moon, then 
d iv e r te d  by a v l l l la n o u s  s h ip 's  crew . They crash on Venus, f in d  
themselves f ig h t in g  a l l  manner o f f lo r a  and fauna u n t i l  rescued. 
Del Ray's MARCO-JED Is  a tw is t on the same. The boy, o r ig in a l ly  
scheduled to  f l y  In the M a r tia n  s h ip , find s  h im s e lf bumped, but 
stows away n e v e rth e le s s . The sh ip  crashes on Mars and the crew 
must fend fo r  them selves among the M a rtia n  cavern d w e lle rs . A l l 
th is  is  h a rd ly  meat for the fa n , but the two k id s  in th is  house­
h o ld  considered I t  keen s t u f f .  -BT

RC6CTS HAVE NO TAILS by lew is  P a d g e tt. (Gnome P re ss , New York, 
1952, $ 2 .7 5 .)

G aIlow ay G a Ile g h e r is  s e I f -a d m it1ed Iy  the g re a te s t Inven tor 
since Leonardo da V in c i and Tom S w if t ;  a screw b all s c ie n t is t  who 
can make an yth ing  w ith  to o th p ic k s , b a lin g  w ire  and beer cans. He 
Is  present here w ith  f iv e  adventures o r ig in a l ly  from the pages o f 
A5TCUNDIN3 and those adventures make f in e ,  l ig h t  re a d in g . A lso  
p re s e n t, u s u a lly  to G a llc g h c r 's  d isco m fo rt but always to h is  res­
cue In times o f tro u b le  Is  Joe the ro b o t. The contents a re ; "The 
Proud Robot," "G a llag h e r F lu x ,"  "The World Is M in e ,"  "Ex M achine" 
and "Time Locker" — -w ith  the l a t t e r  two perhaps the best o f a l l .

Henry K u ttn c r (P ad g ett) is  a ls o  the author o f a non -fan tasy  
bool pub lished  la s t month; MAN DRCMNING (H a rp e rs , New Y o rk .)
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THE HAPLOIDS by Je rry  Soh I . (P in e h a r t ,  New Y ork, 1952, $2 .50 .1

An o r ig in a l  novel which opens w ith  a dying man ad m itted  to a 
h o s p ita l— dying fre e  no known cause th at m edical science can name 
but ye I e v id e n t ly  not dying fa s t enough, fo r s h o r t ly  th e re a f te r  a 
woman s lip s  In to murder him . The ta le  th a t fo llo w s  Is  a combin­
a t io n  s c lc n c e -d c te c tIv c  yarn w ith  a re p o rte r  who cye-w |tnessed  
the murder b a c k tra c k in g  the woman to d isco ver the h a p lo ld s , an 
a r t  I f I c l a I  ly -c rc e te d  race o f  women. Not m entioned In the book Is 
the fa c t th a t the author d id  m edical research fo r the n o v e l, to 
show (a t  le a s t to h is  own s a t Is fa c t io n )  that h ap lo lds  a re  q u ite  
p o s s ib le . The volume Is  d ed ic a te d  to the doctor who "c re a te d  the 
f i r s t  h a p lo id ."

From the h o s p i ta l ,  the woman’ s t r a i l  leads to 
a h a s t i ly -d e s e r te d  la b o ra to ry  and the f i r s t  f a in t  • /  ■
glim m erings o f tru th  about the h a p lo ld s -- -a  race 
a p a r t .  Soh I has done a competent Job o f g iv in g  a K ® ' O y
brand new tw is t to an o ld  theme, a tw is t th a t Is  X  * •
p a in s ta k in g ly  b u i l t  w ith in  the framework o f  modern 2 7 A  
m edical e x p e rIm e n ta tIo n . I t  Is  a ls o  re fre s h in g  f ^ ® ' —  
science -  f i c t io n  because the usual trapp ing s o f I '
space s h ip s , bems, t ra c to r  beams and g a la c t ic  wars '
a re  ab se n t. The tim e and p la ce  Is  h e re , today.

TAKEOFF by C.M . K o rn b lu th . (D oubleday, New Y o rk , 1952, $ 2 .7 5 .)

Another o r ig in a l  and e n te r ta in in g  n o v e l, one that 
does In v o lv e  a space s h ip , but a ship which never 
gets o f f  the ground u n t i l  the la s t chap ter — and 
the body o f the s to ry  Is  the continuous u p h il l 
s tru g g le  to g e t I t  o f f  the ground.

Kornb lu th  p ic tu re s  a government which ta lk s  much 
but does no th ing  about b u ild in g  and launching 
such a s h ip , p ic tu re s  an e n th u s ia s t ic  group o f 
amateurs and p ro fe s s 1onaIs who have more f a i t h  In  

space than th e ir  government and who undertake to b u ild  and launch 
one them selves. The s to ry  Is  to ld  by a young ceram ics en g in ee r, 
h ire d  away from the AEC to design and b u ild  the l in e r  fo r the 
tubes; h is  f i r s t  susp icions a re  aroused by a study o f the b lu e ­
p r in ts  and fu r th e r  In v e s t ig a t io n  re v e a ls  to  him th a t the ship Is 
in tend ed  fo r a fa r  d i f f e r e n t  purpose than the announced one, and 
is  b eing  financed  from a secre t p u rse . W ell w o rth w h ile . -BT

IMAGINATION UNLIMITED e d ite d  by E v e re tt  F. B lc l le r  & T .E . D Ik ty . 
(F a r r a r ,  S traus and Young, New Y ork, 1952, $ 3 .5 0 .)

T h ir te e n  yarns drawn from the back f i l e s  o f fo u r m agazines, 
each re p re s e n tin g  to  a g re a te r  or le s s e r degree some branch o f 
sc ien ce ; In  some cases the e d ito rs  have p icked  a very  f in e  s to ry  
ta ilo r -m a d e  fo r th at p a r t ic u la r  sc ien ce , w h ile  In o th e r cases 
they s trayed  very f a r  Indeed. S im i la r ly ,  some o f the s to r ie s  are 
poor specimens co n s idering  the very large f ie ld  to  choose fro m -—  
but then we suppose anthology e d ito rs  arc  ra p id ly  coming to th e ir  
w its '  end, as w e ll as the bottom o f the b a r r e l ;  Is  th ere  any 
o th e r f i e l d  o f  f ic t io n  which has been so thoroughly re p rin te d ?

The co n ten ts ; What Dead Men T e l l  (S tu rg eo n , m athem atics) , 
R e feren t (B rad bu ry , p h ilo s o p h y ), B lin d  M an's B u ff (Jameson, geo-
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logy and geography),  P ressure (R ucklynne, c h e m is try ), The XI E f­
fe c t (Latham , p h y s ic s ) ,  O ld  F a ith fu l  (G a llo n , as tronom y), A la s , 
A l l  T h in k in g ! (B a te s , b io lo g y ) ,  Dune R o lle r  (May, b Io -ch em 1s t r y ) , 
Employment (de Camp, p a le o n to lo g y ). Dreams Are Sacred ( P h i l l ip s ,  
p syc h o lo g y ), H o ld  Back Tomorrow ( N e v i l le ,  s o c io lo g y ), Berom 
(Berrym an, l in g u is t i c s ) ,  The F ire  and the Sword (Robinson, an th ­
ro p o lo g y ). Our personal choices fo r choice read ing  a re  those by 
J u lia n  M ay, P e te r  P h i l l ip s ,  K ris  N e v i l le  and Frank Robinson. -BT

CITY by C l i f f o r d  Slmak. (Gnome P re ss , New Y ork, 1952, $ 2 .7 5 .)

l'e have long been an adm irer o f  Slmak and h is  works, and so 
looked fo rw ard  to  th is  volume w ith  keenest e x p e c ta tio n s . I t  d id  
not d is ap p o in t us, re p re s e n tin g  as I t  does some o f h is  very  b e s t, 
most s e n s it iv e  w r i t in g .  The p u b lis h e r deserves a rude thumb fo r 
s ta t in g  on the Jacket "a new science f ic t io n  novel o f the fu tu re "  
—  fo r  I t  Is  n o t. I t  Is  however a f in e  b lend o f  seven prev ious 
t a lc s ,  to g e th e r w ith  much new m a te r ia l ,  and the end re s u lt  Is  a 
ten -th o u san d -year h is to r y  o f  a fa m ily  and th at fa m ily ’ s s e rv a n ts .

In the beg in n in g  the c i t i e s  are d ese rte d  by a l l  but the sen­
tim e n ta l few because c i t ie s  arc  o b s o le te ; th is  is  the o r ig in a l 
t a le ,  " C i t y " .  A fte rw a rd  come "Huddling  P la c e ,"  "Census," "P ara­
d is e ,"  "H o b b les ,"  "Aesop" and "T ro ub le  W ith A n ts " . The 10 ,(XX) 
years r o l l  on and man becomes o b s o le te , rep laced  by dogs and ro­
bots  who sp ecu la te  on the c re a tu re  th a t ru le d  the ea rth  b efo re  
them. F in a l ly ,  they In tu rn  are  hauled up short and the w isest 
among them can fo resee  th e ir  own end as the ants began b u ild in g  a 
c i t y .  Recommended - -  d o n 't pass th is  one by! -BT

THE MIXED MEN by A .E . van V o g t. (Gnome P re ss , New Y ork, $2 .75 )

T urn ing  up a van Vogt volume each month Is  g e t t in g  to be a 
h a b it  — we wonder what the man and h is  va rio u s  p u b lis h e rs  w i l l  do 
when a l l  h is  o ld  s e r ia ls  and short s to r ie s  are  exhausted? This 
volume c o n s is ts  o f th ree  o f h is  p rev iou s ta le s ,  "Concealm ent," 
"The S torm ," and "The M ixed M en ,"  re w r itte n  In to  a continuous 
n a r r a t iv e .  The connecting  lin k s  a re n ’ t too w e l l - f i t t e d  and the 
seams show, where one yarn ends and the next b eg in s .

Van Vogt the em pire b u ild e r  Is  again a t work, and perhaps I I  
is  h is  Canadian an ce s try  which Is  resp o n s ib le  fo r  h is  curious 
preo ccu patio n  w ith  ro y a lty  as the ru l in g  c la s s . H e re , " th e  Right 
Honorable G lo r ia  C e c i ly ,  Lady Laurr o f  Noble L a u rr , Grand C apta in  
o f the (s h ip ) S ta r C lu s te r"  Is  leading  home her m ighty  vessel 
from an e x p lo ra to ry  and star-m apping  ten years In space when they 
stumble across an a l ie n  w ea th e r-s ta 11  on In the G re a te r Mage I I an Ic  
C loud— where no such w ea th er-s ta11  on has a r ig h t  to b e . C aptured , 
the s ta tio n m as te r k i l l s  h im s e lf but Is  p rom ptly re v ive d  and near­
ly  pumped d ry  o f  knowledge; u n w ill in g ly  he re ve a ls  the ex is ten ce  
o f a people e x p e lle d  from ea rth  f i f t e e n  thousand years b e fo re . 
And the Right Honorable G lo r ia  C e c ily  cannot re s t u n t i l  she d igs 
them out and welds them In to  e a r th 's  em pire , whether they l ik e  I t  
or n o t .  Invo lved  In a s u b -p lo t are the th ree  races hidden among 
the s ta rs ;  D c l l la n ,  non-DeI 11ans, and the mixed men. -BT

SPACE HAWK by Anthony G ilm o re . (G reenberg , New Y o rk , 1952, $2 .75 )

S u b t it le d  " th e  g re a te s t o f  In te rp Ia n c ta r y  ad v e n tu re rs " , th is  
sto ry  could Just as e a s i ly  have been set In  a cow-town. Since I t
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11 a r e p r in t in g  o f yarns twenty years o ld ,  we w e re n 't expectin g  

much and wax th e re fo re  su rp rised  to f in d  the w r it in g  very good. 
C e r ta in ly  I t  lx  more than"adequate fo r the p lo t -----which lx  out o f 

the c o r n f ie ld ,  and the c h a r a c te r ix a t1 on— which w ith  one exception  

lx s te ro ty p e d . The excep tio n  lx  the h e ro 's  Negro a s s is ta n t ,  a 
breve and In t e l l ig e n t  human b e in g . The o th er c h arac te rs  are the 

In d e s tru c t ib le  hero h im s e lf ,  h is  enemy the a r c h - v i l la in  D octor Ku 

S u l, and the M aster S c ie n t is t .  The S c ie n t is t 's  Daughter Is  not 
m entioned u n t i l  near the end and th e re  Is  no sex or love In te re s t 

unless you go in fo r symbolism.

Hawk is  the kind  o f a hero 
w h ile  the b a t t le  

and every so o fte n  h is  eyes turn  b leak  
a ca p ta lv e  
K ite

Len J. M o f fa t t

who ca Im ly f i l e s  
his  f in g e r n a ils  w h ile  the b a t t le  rages arcund 
him , and every so o fte n  h is  eyes turn  b le a k . In 
one scene he is  a c a p ta lv e  o f a m inor v i l l a i n  
named Judd the K i te ;  Judd stands over him 
g lo a t in g ,  end every few m inutes d e l iv e r s  Hawk a 
kick  in the head. No wonder the poor man's 
eyes go b le a k . Ve would recommend th is  book 
to ( I )  the c o m p le tc is t, |2 ) the o ld  time nos­
t a lg ic  Hawk Carse fe n , and I3 |  the younger 
element who l ik e  Space P a t r o l ,  Buck Cogers 
and the l i k e .  O thers save your money.

-Reviewed by

\  Tony B oucher's s c ie n c e - f ic t io n  m ystery , 
• W R I T E R S ’ } POCKET TO THE MORGUE, has been re leased  

by D e ll books a t 2 5 / .  Jhcn th is  f i r s t  
appeared in hardcovers severa l years ago, 

sp ec u la tio n  ran r i f e  as to who the re a l ch arac ters  m ight be, be­
hind the f i c t i t i o u s  names; the m ystery deals  w ith  fa n s , w r i te r s ,  
e d ito rs  and o thers in the science f i e l d .  The fa v o r ite  Indoor 
sport o f  the day was to le a f  th ru  the s to ry , p o in t out names, and 

say " th is  Is  Ackerman, th is  is  W illia m s o n ,"  e tc .  Try I t  once.

L es te r del Ray's yarn "N e rv es ,"  o r ig in a l ly  pub lished  in AST- 
OUNDING in 1942, has been purchased fo r f i lm in g  by Paramount P lx . 
No cast has been announced a t th is  e a r ly  d a te ;  p ic tu re  probably 

w i l l  be seen next w in te r  or s p r in g . M eanw h ile , George Pal bought 

the s e q u e l-n o v e l, AFTER WORLDS COLLIDE, to fo llo w  up h is  previous 

p ic t u r e .  F lak-happy p u b l ic i t y  men f i r s t  announced th a t Pai "was 

having the sequel w r it te n  fo r  h im ."

an I I  lam F. Temple (Londonl has so ld  h is  GALAXY n o v e l, " The 

Four-S ided  T r ia n g le "  to the s tu d io s . The p ic tu re  w i l l  be film ed  

In  London beg inn ing  th is  summer and Barbara Payton has been b i l l ­
ed as th e  fem in ine lead— although th is  may be on ly  a p u b l ic ity  

stunt to cash In on the woman’ s recent newspaper t r ia n g le s .

Joseph Pavne Brennan o f Y a le  U n iv . L ib ra ry  has pub lished  a 
b ib lio g ra p h y  o f H .P . L o v e c ra ft , In c lu d in g  works about the w r ite r  

as w e ll as f ic t io n  by him. (B lb l lo  P re ss , 1104 Vermont ave , N.W. 
J/ashlngton 5, DC ). P ric e d  at a d o l l a r .

Sam M oskowitz Is  co n tin u in g  h is  HI STORY OF FANDOM, b rin g in g  

the ch ro n ic le s  up to I9 6 0 . The volume w i l l  be pub lished  In hard 

covers by Henry B u rw e ll,  c o -p u b lls h e r o f the f i r s t  volume.

M urrey L e in s te r  is  doing th ree  teen-age science novels b u i l t  

around space ships and s ta t io n s .
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David Hegerman, book c o lle c to r and U n iv e rs ity  of Chicago fan 
club member, died In a f i r e  a l h is  home last E aster. Hegerman 
•as science f ic t io n  book reviewer fo r the Chicago DAILY NE*S.

A lfre d  S es te r's  s e ria l THE DEMOLI SHED MAN i» being complete­
ly revised fo r hardcover p u b lica tio n  th is  f a l l  (S h asta ). Bester 
recen tly  returned from a vacation In Europe. He explains his use 
of o ff-b e a t character names In the story as d erivatio n s  o f Texan 
brands, pro jected  In to  a fu tu re  so c ie ty . Some extreme examples 
of those names w i l l  be e lim inated  from the revised book, and many 
p arts  o f the novel rew ritte n  for a newer p u b lic .

Paymond F. Jones Is rev is in g  his "Peace Engineers" series . 
Including much new m a te r ia l, fo r book p u b lica tio n  th is  f a l l .

Five w r ite rs ; W alter 
M. M i l le r  J r . ,  L. Sprague 
de Camp, Pou I Anderson, 
Sam Merwin J r . ,  and Frank 
Robinson, have been com­
missioned by Shasta to do 
o r ig in a l novels, most of 
which w i l l  see p r in t th is  
year.

David Kyle i s edi ting  
a "who's who" of fandom, 
for fu tu re  p u b lica tio n  . 
The lithographed booklet 
w il l  contain b iographies  
as w ell as photos. (300 
west 67th S t . ,  New Y ork).

Mack Reynolds now re­
sid ing In L o u is v il le , K y ., 
u n t i l  a f te r  the e le c tio n s , 
doing p o l i t ic a l  w r it in g . A fte r  th is  f a l l  he expects to s e tt le  In
southern In d ian a . SCIENCE FICTION CARNIVAL, the humor anthology 
co -ed lted  by Reynolds and Fred Brown is expected in the f a l l .

Robert Bloch has sold a cut-down version of his new novel, 
"C all Me Faust" to BLUE BOOK, plus two shorties to Howard Browne.

Isaac Asimov's Gnome Press n ovel, I ,  ROBOT, w i l l  be pubbed 
In a d o lla r  e d itio n  th is  year by Grosset and Dunlap.

W illy  Ley and Chesley B o n c s te ll's  k in g -s ire d  space prim er, 
THE CONQUEST OF SPACE, has been purchased by Paramount Plx and 
turned over to George Pal for production. (See "COLLIDE" on pre­
vious page.) I t  is not known at th is  e a rly  date just what Pal 
intends to do with the book—  perhaps film  the s ta t is t ic s .

A cto r's  son W illiam  Powell J r. is  w r itin g  the screen story 
fo r "Space Is la n d ,"  upcoming space-opera from Universal s tud ios.

F letcher P ra tt & Jack Coggins have another I l lu s tr a te d  $1 
book from Random House: BY SPACE IP TO THE MOCN.

H e in le in 's  f i lm , DESTINATION MCCN, Is now ava ila b le  for home 
showing on 16mm machines.



W.B. Read S Company
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THE FANTASY BOOKMAN
by Oar re  I I
C . R ic h a rd to n

The appearance o f  the  f i r s t  volum e in  th e  new P o la r is  F antasy 
L ib r a r y  is  an e ve n t o f  f i r s t  m a g n itu d e ; THE HEADS OF CER8EWJS by 
F ra n c is  S tevens Is  a su rp e rb  exam ple o f  b o o t-m a k in g  a r t .  Boxed 
In  a s l i p  ca s e , p r in te d  on s p e c ia l d e c k le -e d g e d  a n t iq u e  p a p e r, 
and set In  modern E le c t r a  type fa c e ,  the volume Is  a d e l ig h t  to  
th e  book le v e r .  L lo y d  A r th u r  Eshbach s h o u ld  be c o n g ra tu la te d  on 
t h is  p r e fe c t  w hich c a te rs  tc  the  genu ine  c o l le c t o r  and c o n n o is s ­
e u r .  The o r lc e  Is  $3 and can be o b ta in e d  o n ly  frem  P o la r is  P ress 
(P .O . Box 159, R ead ing , Penna.) The e d i t io n  Is  s t r i c t l y  l im i t e d  
to  15C0 numbered c o p ie s ,  ten o f  w h ich  a rc  bound In  a s p e c ia l e d i­
t io n  in  red  h a l f - le a t h e r  and g ra y  c lo th .

F ra n c is  S tevens ( r e a l name; 
M rs .  G e r tru d e  B e n n e tt)  «ss one 
o f  the  b e s t o f  the o ld - t im e  fa n ­
tasy  w r i t e r s .  | have always f e l t  
th a t  h e r w r i t i n g  was on p a r w ith  
A . M e r r i t t ,  G a r re t  S m ith , J .U . 
G le s y ,  C h a r le s  8 .  S t l l s o n ,  Homer 
Eon F l i n t ,  A u s t in  H a l l  and o th e r  
o ld  m a s te rs  o f  fa n ta s y .  O r ig in ­
a l l y  p u b lis h e d  In  1919 In  THRILL 
BOOK, ”  The Heads o f  C e rb e ru s  "  
has been an a lm os t le g e n d a ry  
I te m . P. S c h u y le r  M l I l e r  c a l ls  
I t  "p e rh a p s  the  f i r s t  work o f 
fa n ta s y  to  e n v is a g e  th e  p a r a l le l  
t im e - t r a c k  concep t w ith  an added 
v a r i a t i o n . "  The s to ry  h o ld s  up 
ve ry  w e l l  a c c o rd in g  to  modern 
s ta n d a rd s  and is  e a s i ly  one o f  
th e  b e t te r  p ie c e s  frem  the  pen 
o f  " F ra n c is  S te v e n s " . Eshbach 
has w r i t t e n  an e x c e l le n t  I n t r o ­
d u c t io n  w h ich  c o n ta in s  h i t h e r t o  
unknown fa c ts  abou t the  a u th o r .  
The n e x t p o la r l s  P ress  s e le c t io n  
Is  THE ABYSS OF WOOERS by P e r­
le y  Pcore Sheehan.

TRENDS . . . .
I have fo u n d  I t  I n t e r e s t in g  from  tim e  to  tim e io  

o b s e rv e  the tre n d s  o f  c o l le c t in g  in  the  s c ie n ce  f i c t i o n  and fa n ­
tasy  w o r.ld s . I t  d o e s n 't  la ke  much to  cause c e r ta in  b o o ks , o r 
w r i t e r s ,  o r  types o f  s t o r ie s ,  tc  be sud de n ly  sought a f t e r .  For 
exa m p le , s in c e  1943 when FAMOUS FANTASTIC MYSTERlES changed t h e i r  
p o l ic y  and began p u b l is h in g  c la s s ic s  th a t  had appeared  o n ly  in  
book fo rm , a lm o s t any s to ry  a p p e a r in g  th e re  became sought a f t e r  
In  i t s  o r ig in a l  book form  by fans  and c o l le c t o r s .  I hove obse rved  
t h is  in  the fen  P re s s , in  want a d s , and In  th e  many fan and d e a l­
e r l i s t s  w h ich  I r e c e iv e .  Q u ite  o f t e n ,  when an u n u s u a lly  p o p u la r  
s to r y  appears in  FFM, c o l le c t o r s  d e s ire  o th e r  s t o r ie s  by the  same 
a u th o r .  As a r e s u l t ,  they  b e g in  a v id ly  s e a rc h in g  f o r  th o s e  o th e r



-----------18-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------  

fan tas y  books; many d e a le rs  have been c le v e r  enough fc c a p i t a l iz e  

on th is  trend and the p ric e s  have gone up a c c o rd in g ly .

In 1947 I w rote an a r t i c l e  fc r  Langley S e a rle s * FANTASY COM­

MENTATOR c a lle d  "The Tarzan Theme". In  that a r t i c l e  I d iscussed  

vario u s  books using  the "Tarzan  theme" ----  books d e a lin c  w ith  the 

c h ild re n  ra is e d  by anim als and growing up in savage envlornm ent. 

I e s p e c ia l ly  commended THE LICN’ S «AY and KA SPA THE LION MAN, by 

C .T . Stoneham, and LORO OF THE LEOPARDS by F .A .M . W ebster. Some­

time la t e r  I fu rn is h e d  a copy o f  THE LION'S WAY to  Mrs G naedlnger 

fo r use in FFV. These books seemed to  s t r ik e  the fancy o f hun­

dreds o f fans and re a d e rs ; I do not remember how many le t t e r s  I 

rece ived  w anting  me to lo c a te  copies o f them. S everal B r it is h  

book d e a le rs  re p o rte d  a run on the t i t l e s ;  I p laced  a standing 

order w ith  them to send me a l l  the copies thev could lo c a le ,  but 

I s t i l l  could not supply the demand. And I s t i l l  o c c a s io n a lly  

re ce iv e  le t t e r s  begging fo r  books on "th e  Tarzan theme". Several 

Burroughs' c o lle c to rs  now consider these books as necessary com­

panion volumes to th e ir  Tarzan se ts .

A couple o f years ago a sudden In te re s t  developed In the 

fan tasy  works o f Dion F o rtu n e . Such t i t l e s  as THE GOAT-FOOT GOD, 

THE WINGED BULL and THE SEA PRIESTESS commanded premium p r ic e s . 

I t  was not u n t i l  recent months th a t copies o f  these books could 

be obta in ed  a t f a i r l y  reasonab le p r ic e s .

O f course , the ra th e r  curious and n e a rly  fa n a t ic a l demend 

fo r H .P . L o v ec ra ft (e s p e c ia l ly  THE CUTS IDER) has ebbed 

and flow ed In in te n s ity  fo r over ten y e a rs . Th is  demand 

may or may not have had some r e la t io n s h ip  to the demand 

fo r the vario us volumes In  the E ng lish  "Creeps" and "Not 

A t N ig h t"  s c rie s  which re p r in te d  many s to r ie s  from WEIRD 

TALES, In c lu d in g  L o v e c ra ft t a le s .  These books are  s t i l l  

considered  prime c o l le c to r 's  item s .

The works o f T a lb o t Mundy, p r a c t ic a l ly  a l l  o f which are  out 

of p r in t ,  struck a high le v e l o f  p o p u la r ity  a few years ago and 

appear to  be m a in ta in in g  a steady appeal fo r the book c o lle c to rs  

- -  e s p e c ia l ly  those who l ik e  both fantasy and the O r ie n t .  At the 

present tim e , the works o f  George G r i f f i t h  seem to be undergoing 

a r e v iv a l ;  a l l  a t  once a t e r r i f i c  demand * f o r  h is  t i t l e s  has de­

veloped among c o l le c to r s .  G r i f f i t h  was a B r i t is h  w r i te r  who had 

most o f h is  work pub lished  around the turn o f the c e n tu ry ; such 

t i t l e s  as VALDOR THE OFT-BORN, THE ANGEL OF THE REVOLUTION, OLGA 

RCMANOFF, THE LAKE OF GOLD, ROMANCE OF THE GOLDEN STAR, THE OUT­

LAWS OF THE A IR , and va rio u s  o th e r books l is te d  In The C h e c k lis t 

are  very much sought.

These trends d eve lo p , I b e l ie v e ,  fo r a number of reasons. 

Fcr one th in g , we l ik e  to read what everybody e ls e  Is  ta lk in g  

ab o ut; fu rth e rm o re , we are  cu rio us souls and we wonder why a sud­

den In te re s t  sevclops In  c e r ta in  books or w r i t e r s .  we have an 

Idea th a t ,  I f  a lo t  o f o th er people l ik e  c e r ta in  books, maybe we 

w i l l  l ik e  them to o . And o f course th ere  a re  those o f us w ith  the 

p a c k -ra t In s t in c t  who sim ply want to have any books or magazines 

th a t arc ra re  and sought a f t e r .

Just a r r iv e d :  GREEN FIRE by John T a ln e . IFP C l, $3l . This 

scarce and s o u g h t-a fte r  ta le  is  back In p r in t  fo r the f i r s t  time 

since 1928. This ep ic  novel about the su p cr-sc len ce o f 1990 w i l l  

be review ed In th is  column next Is s u e . -OCR
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LETTERS

Foul Anderson (M in n e a p o lis );  "T h is  
l e t t e r  Is  to inform  you th a t you have 

made a serious e r r o r ,  a t t r ib u t in g  to 
me a damaging statem ent which I never 
made and lay in g  y o u rs e lf  open to 
charges o f l i b e l ,  s la n d e r, c h a ra c te r -  

a s s a s s in a tio n , m urder, a rso n , c o u n te r fe i t in g ,  b a r r a t r y ,  Communism 
m alfeasan ce , and co n sp iracy . Cn page 3 (o« the May Issue! I am
quoted as answering the q uestion  "Do you read science f ic t io n  in 
the b ath tub?" as fo llo w s ; " l  f in d  i t  an ex trem ely  d i f f i c u l t  p lace 
to p ro p e rly  ho ld  or suspend the average pulp  p u b lic a t io n  devoted 
to science f i c t io n  w h ile  Immersed In hot w ater and too the l ig h t  
Is  not p ro p e rly  located  In any bathroom conducive to casual brow- 
sI ng."

Anyone read ing  th is  v i l e  sentence w i l l ,  i f  he Is  so g u l l ib le  
as to  b e lie v e  I said I t ,  consider me g u i l ty  o f  (a ) s p l i t t in g  an 
I n f i n i t i v e  and (b l c r u e lty  to an im a ls , since I f  1 ever used the 
b ath tu b  I t  would f r ig h te n  the g o ld fis h  no end. I can produce 
f i f t e e n  w itnesses o f u n d lsp u ta b lc  In t e g r i t y  who d id  not hear me 
make the above s ta tem en t.

However, ra th e r  than drag th is  sord id  m a tte r In to  the c o u rts , 
I would p re fe r  to s e t t le  I t  p r iv a t e ly ,  by the more gentlem anly 
custom o f the d u e l lo .  I f  you do not p ub lish  an Immediate re ­
t r a c t io n ,  my seconds w i l l  c a l l  on you In the m orn ing . They get 
up b e fo re  I d o ."

( (d e t r a c t io n ;  Foul Anderson would not dream, o f read ing  s - f
In the b a th tu b , thereby fr ig h te n in g  the g o ld fis h  by e i th e r  end. ||

James 8 I I sh Hong Is la n d  C i t y ) ;  " . . .  I th ink I t  should be 
p o in ted  out th a t JACK OF EAGLES is  not 'an  o r ig in a l  n o v e l, never 
b e fo re  pub I I s h e d .'

The statem ent In quotes Is  e x a c tly  5 0 * t ru e .  JACK was f i r s t  
pub lished  as a 30 ,000 -w o rd  's h o r t  n o v e l' In  the December, 1949, 
THRILLING *CN0ER STORIES under the t i t l e  "Let the F inder Beware." 
A n o tic e  to  th a t e f fe c t  was supposed to appear In the bock v e r­
s io n , but the p u b lis h e r In a d v e r te n t ly  o m itted  I t .  There Is , 
however, q u ite  a b i t  of new m a te r ia l  In  the book ve rs io n ; I t  Is 
tw ice as long as the magazine ve rs io n  and was re w r itte n  from 
sera tc h ."

II Was the v i s i t  to the s ix  worlds o f tomorrow a p a rt o f the 
new m a te r ia l?  We c a n 't  q u ite  v is u a l iz e  TVS fo llo w in g  your t r ic k  
paging fo r the Fourth Tomorrow. -ST 0

F re d e rik  Pohl (New Y o rk ); "Thank 
you very much fo r the note In News 
L e t te r  announcing th at I am g e tt in g  
m a rrie d  th is  month. (However) i t  Is  a 
l i t t l e  p rem ature , In that I 'v e  not as 
ye t got unm arried . You get an E for 
E f f o r t ,  though, and w hatever wedding 
presen ts  come In I ' l l  s p l i t  w ith  you ."

{(N ever mind the p re s e n ts —  send 
along a b ridesm aid  and I ' l l  m arry you 
o f f  in every is s u e . -8T  I)
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D a r r e l l  Q. R ic h a rd s o n 's  monumental 
volume o f  re s e a rc h  and b ib l io g r a p h y ,  
MAX BRAND, THE MAN AND H IS  MDRK, has 
been p u b lis h e d  In  h a rd c o v e rs  by FPCl . 
To be re v ie w e d  he re  nex t Is s u e .

John C o l l i e r  and A r th u r  C. C la rk e  won the 1952 F an tasy  Award 
In  London la s t  m on th . C o l l i e r ’ s FANCIES AND GOODNK MTS was 
chosen the  b e s t In  the  f i c t i o n  f i e l d ;  th e  annua l award is  a ta b le  
l i g h t e r  m ounted on a wood b a se , w ith  a space s h ip  model mounted 
Just to  the re a r  o f  the l i g h t e r .  Second and t h i r d  p la c e  in  the 
f i c t i o n  f i e l d  went to  John iyndham  fo r  h is  DAY OF THE TRIFFIDS, 
and to  Ray B ra d b u ry  fo r  THE ILLUSTRATED MAN.

C la rk e ,  a u th o r  o f  
THE EXPLORATION CF SPACE, -on  the  n o n - f ic t io n  a « a rd , w i th  second 
and t h i r d  p la c e s  g o in g  to  - i l l y  Ley fo r  h is  DRAGCNS IN  AMBER, and 
to  F le tc h e r  P r a t t  f o r  ROCKETS. JETS, GUI DEO MlSSLES AND SPACE 
FLIGHT. As u s u a l,  the  awards m ach in e ry  was hampered by lack  o f  
fu n d s , m o s t ly  B r i t i s h  c a p i t a l  b a c k in g  th e  annua l a f f a i r .

Norma E r le r  and Dave Hammond a re  the 
names b e h in d  th e  pen-name "N a d e ,"  a p p e a r in g  
In  t h is  Is s u e .  And the p ic t u r e  at *he r ig h t  
re p re s e n ts  p u re  n e p o tis m . Two Is s u e s  ag o , my 
d a u g h te r had a p ic t u r e  h e r e in ,  w hich 
la t e ly  c re a te d  a how l from  the younger sen. 
T h is  Is  to  re s to re  peace In  th e  f a m i ly .

Judy M ay, cha irm an c f  the  C h icago  c o n v e n t io n ,  re p o r ts  th a t 
more than  s ix  hundred m em berships have now been s o ld  - - b y  fa r  the 
la rg e s t  c f  any o f  the  annua l c o n v e n tio n s .

Fred G oetz  I34F8 22nd s t . ,  $an F re n r ls c o J  has o rg a n iz e d  an 
In te r n a I  Iona I ta p e -re sp o n d e n ce  exchange , s im i la r  to  h is  e a r l ie r  
w ir e - r e c o r d in g  c lu b  w h ich  has s e v e ra l hundred  members. Perhaps 
h a l f  a dozen fa n s  ow ning tape  re c o rd e rs  a re  a c t iv e  In  same. G oetz 
has In te r e s te d  some o f  th e  tape m a n u fa c tu r in g  com panies In  h is  
o r g a n iz a t io n  and th e y  a rc  a s s is s t ln g  by  means o f  a d v e r t is in g  i  
pub 11 c I I y .

EXCERPTS FRCM THE FAN PRESS Igcms th a t  o th e rw is e  m ig h t go unsungl

"F le a s e  t e l l  h a r ic n  B ra d ly  though she means w e l l ,  th a t I 'm  
n o t c u l te  t h i r t e e n ,  and n e ve r w i l l  see tw e lv e  o r t h i r t e e n  a g a in .  
I am m a tu re , c u l te r e d  h ig h  sch o o l freshm an who hes reached the 
w ise  o le  age o f  14. And i f  a n y th in g  h u r ts  th e  c i r c u la t io n  o f  a 
mag m ore I t s  to  t e l l  the  p u b l ic  th a t the e d i t o r  Is  13 o r 14 o r  12. 
I 'm  su re  M a rte n  d i d n ' t  mean a n y th in g ,  b u t he r and Rog P h i l l i p s  
made the  m is ta k e .  N o t q u ite  as worse as no t g e t t in g  sub . Is  to  
g e t one f i l l e d  w ith  fa w n in g  m a u d lln g  s lo p  about hew n ic e  i t  is  to  
have someone sc young p u b l is h in g  a f a n t in e  even though I f  is  c ru d .  
I l i v e  In  d re ad  fe a r  o f  th e  Ch ic o n .  How a rc  the fans  g o in g  to  
re a c t  to  a |4  y r .  o ld  In  a tte n d a n c e ?  rhea  th e y  r e t i r e  to  the 
770*s i  smoked f i l l e d  rooms w i l l  th e re  be room fo r  t h is  c re a tu re ?  
O r w i l l  he be c a s t o u t ,  l i k e  a s t r e e t  u r c h in ,  tosse d  and ragged , 
domed to  spend In c  n ig h t  a lone?  . . . "

-D a v id  I sh, in  OPUS #4 .

(Nobody sh o u ld  be domed to  spend the  n ig h t  a lo n r l  I f  they  

lo ss  you ou t ra g g e d , Dave, Jo in  me down In  the b a r .  -3 T I



SHOCK
THE LCbG LOUD SILENCE 

by 01 I ion Tucker

Is  the most se n s a tio n a l sc ience f ic t io n  
novel s ince "The T w e n ty - f if th  Hour" and 
"F in a l B la c k o u l" .

R e a l is t ic ,  <?rln, h a rd-h 1111 ng, th is  
s t a r t l in g  novel p a in ts  a b ru ta l  p ic tu re  
o f  the U n ited  S ta te s  torn  down the 
m iddle -----  o f American troops s ta tio n e d  
along the M is s is s ip p i to en force the 
d iv is io n  -----  o f o n e -h a lf  the p o p u la tio n  
w ith  ra d io s , neon l ig h t s ,  co m fo rts ; the 
o th e r h a l f  w ith  no th ing  l e f t  to them 
but the b i t t e r  p ic tu r e  o f l i f e ,  l ig h t  
and sound across the r Iv e r .

THE LOG  LCW) SILENCE is  d e s c r ip t iv e  o f 
the tw e n ty -s ix  s ta te s  sealed o f f  by 
tro o p s , d e s c r ip t iv e  o f the dead fu tu re  
enforced  on them. This com pelling  novel 
s tr ik e s  the very roots o f such an 
e x is te n c e , b rin g s  in to  the open every  
resu I ta n t e v i l .

THE LCNG LOUD SILENCE has no "good" 
h ero . I t  has a tough-minded p ro ta g o n is t 
caught on the wrong side o f the r iv e r ,  
a man who braw ls a id  shoots h is  way 
across n ine s ta te s  to reach s a fe ty — and 
an unexpected re c e p tio n .

THE LOG LCUD SILENCE w i l l  not be pub­
lis h e d  u n t i l  O c to b e r, but so unusual a 
book deserves an unusual advance ann­
ouncement. A l l  book s to r ie s  w i l l  take  
your re s e rv a tio n  now. $2 .50

The Ix>n£ Loud S ilence
by 0 i I  son Tucker

RINEHART & COMPANY 232 Madison Avenue, 
New York 16, N.Y.
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P u b lis h e d  on «n I r r e g u la r  s c h e d u le , by Bob T u c k e r . When ren ew ing  
your s u b s c r ip t io n ,  send no more than 2 5 /  fo r  the n e x t two Is s u e s .

C o ver by H a ro ld  C h en ey . I n t e r i o r  I I I u s t r a 1 1 ons by Tuck e r > L «  
H o ffm a n , P lc h a rd  B e rg e ro n , C h e s te r A . P o lk ,  and "N ad e".
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